I would like to offer a huge thank you to the committee of The Northern Counties whippet club for inviting me to judge my first breed club show. I was delighted with my entry numbers and was very privileged to have the opportunity to judge some beautiful exhibits.  During this appointment I was also being observed, which brings additional nerves on the day, but I am pleased to say I was passed. 
On being presented with exhibits, I was extremely impressed with the condition of many of the dogs.  It was fantastic to see many dogs enjoying their day out too. 

Minor Puppy Dog (1 entry) 

1st Mrs A Blenkarn’s Crosscop Happy Valley of Hareghyll

This 8 month old fawn parti dog, a sweet boy with a very kind expression. He is at a slightly gangly stage with lots of maturing still to do. He has a long neck that runs into well laid shoulders.  Still very raw at such a tender age, but moved out well, he could be more spritely in profile movement but seemed to be enjoying his day out. 

Puppy Dog (1 entry)

1st Ms M Hutchinson Zenobia Just An Illusion with Sweetaurora 

This 11 month old brindle male is of nice type and quality. He is a youngster who I have enjoyed watching ring side.  He has a beautiful arching neck which flowed nicely into his well laid shoulders.  Although he is still raw, he showed a balanced composition.   I was impressed with his shape and curves.  His profile movement excelled today, and I admired this. He covered the ground with ease, and used his developed hindquarters to drive around the ring, with elegance and grace. I was delighted to award him BPD. 

Junior Dog (3 entries)

1st Miss H V Russell Longmire The Lark Ascending to Arjuna

This 9 month old brindle elegant dog has a masculine head with a kind dark eye. A well constructed front, with a deep chest and well sprung ribs. A curvy top and underline which he held well as he moved around the ring with elegance and drive he was true fore and aft and worked harmoniously with his handler. 

2nd Mrs D & Mr AJ Spicer - Jothryn Parti Time

This 13 month red brindle dog was again of a nice type.  He had a very pleasing head, with a beautiful oval eye.  He is slightly stronger in substance than dog #1, I preferred the length of this boy to the class winner, however he had a tendency to pace in movement at times which lost him this class, but overall he was a nice boy. 

3rd Mrs D and Mr AJ Spicer Jothryn Muchacho 

Special Height Dog (5 entries) 

1st Mrs K J & Mr J D Jones,  Jothryn Johnny Be Good JW

A 16 month old attractive pale brindle who showed quality and balance. Lovely head and expression, good depth of chest.  Very smart shapely boy who was well developed through the body with good shape to top and underline. Moved true to and fro, and out well in profile, keeping his topline on the move.

2nd Mrs C Parkinson, Groomsville Dream of Me 

This 3 year old fawn dog has a nice head with fine correctly shaped ears. A moderate dog with many good qualities: a deep chest and brisket, nice curves and good bone, not quite as together as 1. Moved soundly in profile.

3rd Miss H V Russell, Palmik Depeche Mode at Arjuna 

Novice Dog (4 entries)

1st Mrs J Holland, Crosscop Love in the Dark 

This 18 month old fawn brindle dog, another nice type who is masculine with a nice outline. Good substance and quality male, with a broad back and spring of rib, leading to a gently arched topline.  Good width of thigh and well developed second thigh helping him to move freely in profile. Moved straight to and fro, 

2nd Mrs D & Mr AJ Spicer, Jothryn Parti Time 

3rd Mrs D & Mr AJ Spicer, Jothryn Muchacho 

Special Beginners (5 entries)

1st Ms M Hutchinson, Zenobia Just An Illusion With Sweetaurora

2nd Mrs A Blenkarn, Penwincoed Major North of Hareghyll

An 18 month old blue brindle dog of a more traditional type.  Pleasing head and expression, but would have liked to have seen more underjaw. Good depth of chest and tuck up, and curvy top line held well on the move. 

3rd Mrs D & Mr AJ Spicer, Jothryn Parti Time 


Post Graduate Dog (4 entries)

1st Mrs m Hutchinson’s Zenobia Just An Illusion with Sweetaurora 

2nd Mrs K & Mr J Jones,  Jothryn Johnny Be Good 

3rd Mrs H V Russel, Longmire Atlantic Starman with Arjuna 

Limit Dog (2 entries)

1st Ms C Price’s, Kierpark Moonlight Shadow Among Silkdance JW

A 2 year old brindle boy who is of a very nice type and quality. A stand out in this class. Great for size and balance. Lovely head, expression and correct ears. Super neck into smooth well laid back shoulders. I admired his overall length and balance, shapely top and underline.  Steady movement throughout. I was pleased to award him Reserve Best Dog. 
2nd Hope’s Demerlay on a Promise 
A 3 year old fawn boy.  A nice boy with a kind eye and ear set. Good reach of neck down into well laid shoulders,  good length overall his outline is shapely and he has a great underline. Not as true coming to and fro however, he moved out well in profile.  
Open Dog (2 entries)
1st Mr A & Mrs D Hunter, Ch Collooney Was Meant to Be at Sulahmara JW ShCEx OSW
A 3 year old male of excellent type. He presents a beautiful outline both when stacked and on the move.  A well balanced powerful yet elegant male who has a good head, dark eye and muzzle. Long, arched, muscular neck into good front assembly of sloping shoulders, good return of upper arm, and filled forechest.  Beautiful length, well sprung ribs with good top and underline. He moves very well in all directions, straight and true. I had the pleasure of judging this boy as a youngster awarding him BOB, now a matured boy I was delighted yet again to award him BOB and Best In Show
2nd Price’s Ch Wheelspin Silver Shadow Among Silkdance. 

Another very pleasing dog, excellent quality and type, very breed typical.  A classic fawn who has beautiful curves in all the right places. No exaggerations. Moved soundly with free flowing action.  Personally, I would just love him to have that little extra showmanship. 

3rd Miss H V Russell, Arjuna Winter Star

Veteran Dog (2 entries)

1st Miss H V Russell Glantam Genesis at Arjuna 

A blue fawn dog, lovely veteran.  A typey, masculine dog with delightful dark pigment. Well laid shoulders and excellent return of upper arm, nice amount of forechest and good depth of chest, good length. Moved with a nice stride in profile. I noted a very pleasing quality male who came close to claiming reserve best dog. 

2nd Miss H V Russell Glantam Going My Way 

A fawn with white trim, who has such an attractive head and expression. Good neck and fill in, in front. Good shoulders and upper arm. Good length to loin. Smooth flowing topline. A little unsettled today, leaning into his handler, but I was able to see enough to see that he moved out well. 

Special Open Racing & Lure Coursing (2 entries)

1st Mr J Hill, Abbeycorner Mercury 

A traditional, shapely fawn, good for size. Nice head and expression I marked down. ‘impressive make up’, with enough shape to topline, well muscled. Moved out well. 

2nd Miss E & Mr R Jenkinson & Elliott Coppermow Harfang Avec Elstoto 

Again another traditional whippet, a fawn dog with less bone than 1.  Again a very pleasing expression, of nice size, struggled to cover the ground when stacked and on the move. 

Bitches

Special Open Racing and Lure Coursing Open Bitch (4 entries, 1 absent)

1st Mrs E M Third Gorewater Jura Joy at Bruntsfield 

An elegant fawn traditional whippet bitch, built on moderate lines and very smooth to go over. Showed her easy movement all ways.  A very pleasing head and all the curves.  Although elegant she had good substance throughout.  She was a quality type, possessing balance throughout. 

2nd Mrs D Gardner Winterfellin Must Be Crafty

Built on a much smaller frame than 1st, this brindle bitch was another elegant bitch.  Shown in great condition, this bitch had many good qualities, however struggled to cover the ground when stacked and on the move.  

3rd Mrs L C Fletcher My Diamond in the Sky Over Shuleah

Veteran Bitch 8, 3 absentees

A lovely class of some very pleasing bitches all in excellent order and condition

1st Mrs J Holland Crosscop Brown Eyed Girl

A beautiful brindle bitch, who did not present herself as a veteran.  Carrying her years very lightly, she excelled in holding her overall body shape well.  A lovely lean head and dark eye, elegant in shape and still curvaceous and shapely. Correct for size. Moved soundly and with enthusiasm which I absolutely loved and appreciated.  She really did make me smile. BVB & BVIS

2nd J Wilkinson Citycroft Starfall JW

Another quality fawn bitch, who I really admire and appreciate her type and quality.  She has a lovely outline, is well-balanced and not exaggerated.  Her top-line is smooth, her loin is firm, and her hindquarters are powerful and correct.  I preferred the height of 1, but this bitch was another who moved well to and fro and strided out beautifully in profile. 

3rd J & S Meakin Oakbark Miss Bossy Boots

Minor Puppy Bitch (3 entries, 2 absent) 

1st Miss S Bowers, Saraquele Snow Over It 

This beautiful pretty 6 month old red fawn bitch was a delight to judge, my notes state a ‘little darling’.  Her expression was beautiful, she is true to type, no extremes.  A lovely feminine classy bitch with soft clean outlines which just flowed when you went over her.  Enough front, with good fill for her age. Super condition and well muscled over the loin, she moved out true and excelled in profile movement with good drive. I was delighted to award this elegant pretty bitch BPB & BPIB. 

Puppy Bitch (2, 1 absentee)

1st Mrs E M Third Knowemain Super Blackbird  

A feminine elegant black bitch, who has some lovely qualities, a very pleasing expression and of a good size.  Her black coat gleamed today but I would have liked to have seen much more enthusiasm on the move. 

Junior Bitch (8, 2 absentees) 

This was a tough quality class, the hardest of the day…on a different day my top 2 winners could have easily exchanged places.

1st Y & D Short Collooney Bellissima Bloom 

A very striking Black/White Trim bitch, a quality stylish bitch who really did scream ‘pick me’.  A beautiful kind expression with a stunning dark eye, has good overall balance, good length which I appreciated and a curvy outline, nicely bodied and shown in hard muscular condition, her movement excelled in profile. On moving this bitch again along with dog #2 and when stacked at the end, she really did scream ‘pick me’, I absolutely love to see a whippet present themselves with such showmanship and she really does excel in that! She still has more maturing to do, but I'm sure this young lady will have a very bright future.  

2nd Mr D & Mrs A Turner Gilnockie Kinda Cool 

Another stunning bitch, who I have admired ring side. So feminine, she exudes breed type.  A very pretty head and eye, nice size and outline, good depth with an excellent front and hind co-ordination. A beautifully balanced girl, but unfortunately today this bitch was tense and didn't give me the showmanship of dog #1. On a different day the results could easily be swapped, again I am sure this girl will have a very bright future and is certainly one to watch. 

3rd Mrs K & Mr J Jones, Jothryn True Way Love

Special Height Bitch 

1st Mrs C Parkinsons Groomsville Hologem Heavens Dream

A very smart brindle bitch who offered a nice shapely outline with good balance, without exaggeration.  I really liked her curves throughout, and worked at ease with her handler.  She has an attractive dark eye with a good expression, good shoulders, well laid with a super return of upper arm, beautiful tuck-up and strong loin. She moved well and correct in all directions.  She presents a beautiful outline when stacked covering the ground with ease.  I was delighted to award this bitch reserve best bitch. 

2nd Mrs K & Mr J Jones, Jothryn Manhattan Blonde JW

A very smart brindle young bitch who presents a very attractive picture. She has a lovely head set on good length neck flowing into a well placed shoulders and smooth graceful top-line. She moved well and free but needed to be more controlled in front. 

3rd Mrs J A Norman Wheelspin Lily of the Valley at Jarmane

Novice Bitch 

1st Mrs C Fry, Jothryn Lady Penelope

Pale cream brindle and white, excellent dark oval eye with elegantly arched neck, well bodied but still elegant with a pleasing tuck up and gentle rise over the loin.  A bitch which presented balance and gentle pleasing curves throughout.  Moved well all ways. 

2nd Mrs E M Third Knowemain Super Blackbird 

See puppy bitch 

3rd Mrs J Riding Smith, Cobyco Cream Soda 


Special Beginners Bitch 

1st Mrs N Carr, Jothryn True Way Love 

A dark brindle girl, shown in lovely condition. Feminine and correctly balanced throughout with lots of pleasing attributes. Nicely angulated rear, good width of first thigh and presented in good condition. Moved out well although I would like to see more extension in profile movement.

2nd Miss R Kerr, Udalie Du Menuel Galopin 

A brindle girl, who again is of a nice type.  Very balanced proportions. Good for length, ample front fill with a good return in upper arm, nice rise over loin and nicely curved first and second thigh with well let down hocks.  Moved ok, but would like to again see more extension and drive in profile movement.

3rd Mr J Fry, Jothryn Rebelled in Joy

Post Graduate Bitch 

1st Mrs C Parkinson, Groomsville Hologem Heavens Dream

2nd Mrs D & Mr M Cardus, Brochinbelle Vixen 

A very pleasing bitch, with lots of great qualities and attributes.  Fine coat, lovely length of neck and good shoulders, angulated well in front with legs nicely underneath her . I preferred the length of dog #1, but this bitch was very pleasing to go over, and I appreciated her type and quality.  She moved well all ways.   

3rd Ms J Wilkinson, Silkridge Saffron of Fletchgate 

Limit Bitch

1st Mrs K & Mr J Jones Jothryn Black Eyed Blond 

A feminine, shapely brindle bitch.  Made a very pleasing shape on the move and when stacked.  Nice head and gentle expression. Pleasing in overall length, proportions and balance. Good profile movement, but I would like to see her more settled in front when coming towards.  

2nd Misses J & S Meakin, Oakbark More Than Magic 

Another nice bitch, good head with nice length of jaw. She has a good length of neck and sloping shoulders leading to a correct front. She has a well developed second thigh. Moved well all ways. 

3rd Mrs J Riding-Smith, Cobyco Cream Sundae

Open Bitch

1st Ch Veredon Laurent Perrier for Aphareal 

This pale fawn possessed a pleasing balanced outline, she is of a good type with excelled balanced proportions.  Very elegant typical head with strong under jaw. Long neck down to well filled front. Presents beautiful curves with a deep chest and tuck up.  A good length with well sprung ribcage. She has a well muscled loin down to muscled thigh. She is certainly in her prime, and moved round the ring with a long low easy stride and true coming and going.  She worked harmoniously with her handler throughout and was delighted to award her Best Bitch and Reserve Best in Show

2nd Mrs J A Norman Wheelspin Lilly of the Valley at Jarmane

This fawn bitch was again another quality exhibit.  She is a lovely type, with a beautiful kind expression.  Very balanced in proportions, good depth and length of body with correct topline, well muscled and good sweep of hindquarters. I would like to have seen this girl move out with more zest, but moved true all ways.
